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THE PLAN of this publication, which was under- 
taken in 1 89 1, chiefly by the advice of Dr. Budge, 
Keeper of the Department of Egyptian and 
Assyrian Antiquities of the British Museum, is 
to collect and to arrange according to the names of 
the scribes, all the Letters of The Kouyunjik 
Collections of the British Museum. The texts 
alone will occupy sixteen to eighteen volumes, and the trans- 
literations, translations, and glossary, at least as many more. 
The texts are printed in the cuneiform type of Messrs. Harri- 
son & Sons, of London. 

Part VIII appears as Volume IV, Second Series, of the 
Decennial Publications of The University of Chicago. For 
a complete statement of the plan of publication see the 
Preface to this volume. 



Some ^^evie^w Notices of ^arts I to VIII 



"The Assyriologist will welcome them 
with gratitude, for they offer him a mass 
of new material which has been carefully 
copied and well printed, and which cannot 
fail to yield important results." — Athe- 
nceum. 

"The scientific and systematic study of 
the Assyrian Letters was for the first time 
made possible to students in general 
through this publication. . . . There is 
no section of Assyrian literature which re- 
quires more patient, systematic, and well- 
directed labor for the solution of its prob- 
lems. But it is not too much to expect 
that ultimately these Letter tablets, on ac- 
count of their number, the variety of their 
contents, and the light which they throw 
upon the everyday side of life, will con- 
tribute much material of great value for 
the real history of Assyria and Babylonia." 
— George Ricker Berry (Colgate Univer- 
sity) in Hebraica. 

"Die sogenannten Briefe dieser Samm- 
lung gehoren, . was die palaograpbische 
Seite betrifft, xa ihren schwierigsten Par- 
tieen, und dieser Umstand mag wohl die 
Schuld daran tragen, dass ihnen bis jetzt 
nicht die gebiihrende Aufmerksamkeit ge- 
schenkt worden ist. . . . Dass die neue 
Edition auch sonst lexicograpbische und 
grammatikalische Ausbeute bringen wird, 
braucht kaum hervorgehoben zu werden. . 
. . Jedenfalls ist es Referent hocherfreu- 
lich constatieren zu konnen, dass mit dem 
vorliegenden Buche endlich auch ein ame- 
rikanischer Assyriologe die Wissenschaft 
um den ersten Theil eines hervorragenden 
Werkes bereichert hat." . . . — Carl 
Bezold (Heidelberg University) in the 
Zeitschrift fur die Kunde des Morgen- 
landes (Vienna). 

"The author has done his work carefully 
and well. In difficult texts, however, it is 
almost impossible to secure accuracy at 
every point. We have collated twenty-five 
of these Letters, and have found very few 
instances where we would venture a dif- 
ferent reading. In all the instances where 



the author has differed from his predeces- 
sors his readings are preferable. The Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press is to be congratu- 
lated on the general appearance and typo- 
graphical execution of this book, the first 
to bear its imprimatur, and, especially, be- 
cause its first work is a pledge of its inter- 
est in scientific study. — ^J. A. Craig (Uni- 
versity of Michigan) in Hebraica. 

"The care and accuracy with which he 
edits all his texts are well known, but of 
course he claims no infallibility as to the 
traces of broken characters. Nothing but 
a knowledge of duplicates, or the recog- 
nition of a well-known phrase, can give 
certainty in such cases. But duplicates of 
these Letters rarely occur. Besides, in 
many cases the characters are rubbed, de- 
faced, filled with dirt, and otherwise illegi- 
ble. Despite all of these drawbacks, the 
edition of these texts leaves little to be 
desired. . . . These few notes may serve 
to call attention to the importance from all 
points of view of this unique collection of 
Assyrian texts, which, difficult as they are 
to understand fully, are a veritable mine 
of information." — C. H. W. Johns 
(Queen's College, Cambridge) in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Society of Biblical Arche- 
ology. 

"The value of the Letters and Des- 
patches to students of Assyriology is not 
easily overestimated. They frequently sup- 
plement the historical inscriptions with 
valuable details, and, in some instances, 
are the only source of information in re- 
gard to important events ; 'they cast much 
light upon the administrative methods of 
the Assyrian government, and upon the 
practical workings of the state religion ; 
and, although with a few exceptions of an 
official character, they furnish valuable 
information concerning Assyro-Babylonian 
life and customs. From the standpoint of 
philology they constitute a rich mine, 
yielding a wealth of material to be found 
in no other class of cuneiform texts. At 
first, owing to the superior attractioi s of 



the historical, religious, grammatical, and 
lexicographical texts, the Letter tablets 
were little studied, and it is only within 
the last fifteen years that they have their 
due share of attention. ... To Harper 
belongs the credit of conceiving and car- 
rying into execution the plan of publish- 
ing a complete Corpus of Assyrian and 
Babylonian Letters, thus making the whole 
mass of these interesting texts available 
for study. The first volume of Harper's 
Letters appeared in 1892, and five volumes 
have now been published, containing in 
all, 538 texts edited with great care and 
skill, and printed in a manner that leaves 
nothing to be desired." — Christopher 
Johnston (Johns Hopkins University) in 
the American Journal of Philology. 

"Harper's book is an excellent specimen 
of the work done in the field of Assyri 
ology in America and he is greatly to be 
congratulated on the careful way in which 
he has copied and edited the new texts 
which offer many fresh points for con- 
sideration to students of history and soci- 
ology, especially such as are interested in 
oriental manners and customs." — Luzac's 
Oriental List. 

"Harper has for years worked at his 
task with extraordinary zeal and patience ; 
and with the present volume his carefully 
prepared edition of the clay correspond- 
ence of the kings of Assyria stored in the 
British Museum reaches over 800 Letters. 
It would be difficult to estimate what is the 
value, from many points of view, of these 
ancient documents to the historian, for 
they admit us 'behind the scenes,' and not 
infrequently give a new and very different 
complexion to the events which appear in 
the official inscriptions. The task of edit- 
ing these letters is not that of the in- 
genious Chinese copyist; it is one requir- 
ing not only great familiarity with the 
language but exact judgment, inasmuch 
as the script is often very strange and ab- 
breviated, while the vernacular idiom 
largely employed adds to the difficulties 
of the work. Harper has certainly tri- 
umphed over these in an admirable manner 
and his patient perseverance should earn 
the gratitude of all Semitic scholars." — 



Glasgow (Scotland) Herald. 

"It is only through a complete edition 
of the whole collection that what has thus 
been considered undecipherable will be 
eventually explained. There are numerous 
words and idioms in the Letters which are 
obscure only because our acquaintance with 
the branch of Assyrian literature to which 
they belong is meager. When Dr. Harper's 
work is finished, not only will the Assyrian 
lexicon and grammar be materially en- 
riched, we shall also be able to translate 
texts which now are a mystery for us, and 
to discover historical and other facts which 
may set the history of the past in a new 
light" — A. H. Sayce (Oxford) in The 
Academy. 

"The work has been performed with 
great care and accuracy. . . . The 
cuneiform texts contained in it will prove 
to be a rich mine of information for the 
future historian of the ancient East." — ^A. 
H. Sayce (Oxford) in The Critical Review. 

"Der vorliegende erste Band der Samm- 
lung assyrischer und babylonischer Briefe 
aus dem Britischen Museum eroffnet fur 
die Assyriologen eine neue Fundgrube von 
Materialien fiir eine wissenschaftliche Be- 
handlung von Einzelfragen, von deren 
Losung die richtige Beurtheilung der wei- 
teren Ergebnisse der assyriologischen For- 
schung nicht unbedeutend beeinflusst wird. 
Der Herausgeber arbeitet riistig und plan- 
massig an der Fortsetzung des Werkes, hat 
den zweiten Band bereits fertiggestellt und 
hoift in nicht allzuferner Zukunft auch 
den dritten und vierten Band der Text* 
mit erlautemdem Commentar und Worter- 
buch zum Abschlusse zu bringen. Damit 
erhalt die Assyriologie ein monumentales 
Werk, das geeignet ist, beim oSentlichen 
wie beira Privatunterricht als Grundlage 
fiir die Einfflhrung zu diesen Studien zu 
dienen und das der neuen Universitat Chi- 
cago, auf deren Kosten es unternommen 
ist, alle Ehre machen wird." 

"Jetzt endlich haben wir in diesem vor- 
liegenden ersten Bande in einer muster- 
haften Ausgabe 124 Briefe, die sich so 
vertheilen: . . . Durch eine solche Zu- 
sammenstellung wird endlich die Moglich- 
keit geboten, den Inhalt der Briefe zu 



erschliessen und eine Erklarung anzubah- 
nen, da einzelne Briefe ohne Kenntniss der 
Verhaltnisse und der Umstande der 
Schreiber ftir uns wohl immer ein Geheim- 
niss geblieben waren." — Pater J. N. 
Strassmaier (London) in the Zeitschrift 
filr Assyriologie VIII. 

"The Letters in the Kouyunjik Collec- 
tion in the British Museum are several 
hundreds in number, and when Professor 
Harper undertook to make their contents 
known to the world, both by the publica- 
tion of the original texts and by English 
translations of them, he set himself no 
light task. In the course of his work he 
found a very large number of fragments 
of Letters, which he decided, and we think 
wisely, to include in his Corpus, and it 
needs comparatively little study to find 
that the contents of such fragments fully 
justify his decision. Moreover, the in- 
formation derived from one fragment sup- 
plements that found in another, and the 
identity of the scribe can often be estab- 
lished, even when his name is missing 
in the fragment. Curious expressions, due 
to individual peculiarities of the writers, 
as well as unusual words and idioms, are 
also excellent clues as to the identity of 
unknown writers, but such minutiae of As- 
syrian epistolary composition could never 
have been traced without a comprehensive 



publication of Letters, such as those with 
which Professor Harper now provides us. 
The student of these hundreds of texts 
will greatly appreciate the form which has 
been given to the edition ; the texts are 
printed in Messrs. Harrison's excellent 
cuneiform type, and the leaves are printed 
on one side only. . . . Professor Harper 
is to be congratulated, not only on having 
secured an excellent subject upon which 
to work, but also on having recognized its 
true importance, and on the careful way 
in which he has set out to do justice to it" 
— R. Campbell Thompson (British Muse- 
um) in The American Journal of Semitic 
Languages and Literature. 

"... L'ambition de M. Harper est 
autre et c'est un veritable Corpus des let- 
tres assyriennes et babyloniennes que 
formera I'ouvrage complet ; on ne saurait 
savoir assez de gre a M. H. d'avoir entre- 
pris et mener a bien un travail aussi con- 
siderable. II est fort heureux qu'on re- 
nonce de plus en plus aux melanges et aux 
morceaux choisis." — Francois Thureau- 
Dangin in Revue Critique. 

"The immense utility of this undertaking 
is too obvious to require any comment, and 
the author, who has already spent eleven 
years upon it, hopes to continue publishing 
the texts until the Corpus Epistolarum is 
completed." — L. in the Asiatic Quarterly 
Review. 
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